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PLAN 

OF THE AMERICAN ART-UNION. 



The American Art-Union, in the city of New-Tork, wna in- 
corporated by the Legislature of the State of New- York, for the 
TROMOTiON OF THE PINE ARTS in the United States. 

It is managed by gentlemen who are chosen annually by the 
members, and receive no com^jensation. To accomplish a truly 
NATIONAL object, uniting great public good with private gratifi- 
cation, at small individual expense, in a manner best suited to the 
situation and institutions of our country, and the wants, habits and 
tastes of our people, the Committee have adopted the following 
plan: 

Every subscriber of five dollars is a member of the Art-Union 
for the year, and is entitled to all its privileges. 

The money thus obtained (after paying necessary expenses) is 
applied : 

First. — To the production of a large and costly Original En- 
graving from an American Painting, of which the plate and copy- 
right belong to the Listitution, and are used solely for its benefit. 

Of this Engraving every member receives a copy for every five 
dollars paid by him. 

Members entitled to duplicates are at liberty to select from the 
Engravings of previous yeai-s. 

Whenever the funds justify it, an extra Engraving or Work of 
Art,-, is also furnished to every member. 

Every member also receives a full Annual Report of the Trans- 
actions, &c. of the Institution. 

Second. — To the purchase of Paintings and Scidpture by native 
or resident artists. 

These Paintings and Sculptures are publicly exhibited at the 
Gallery of the Art-Union till the annual meeting in December, 
when they are publicly distributed by lot among the members, each 
member having one share for every five dollars paid by him. 

Each member is thus certain of receiving in return the value of 
the five dollars paid, and may, also, receive a Painting or other 
Work of Ai-t of great value. 
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THE AMEEICAN AET-UNION. 



Third. — The Institution keeps an office and free Picture Gal- 
lery, alwaj'S open, well attended, and hung with fine Paintings, at 
497 Broadway, where the members in New- York receive their 
Engravings, Paintings, &c., and where the business of the Institu- 
tion is transacted. 

The business of the Institution out of the City of New- York is 
transacted by Honorary Secretaries, who receive and remit 
subscriptions, and deliver to the members in their vicinity the Re- 
ports, Engravings and -Works of Art, after exhibiting them a few 
days — subject to which right they are distributed. 

The Engravings, &c., to which all the members are entitled, are 
forwarded to the Secretaries, at the exjjense and risk of the Insti- 
tution. The Paintings, &c., which are distributed hy lot, are for- 
warded to the Secretaries, at the expense and risk of those who 
have been so fortunate as to draw them. The Secretaries will 
deliver them, on being paid the actual cost of boxuig and trans- 
portation. 

Honorary Secretaries will be appointed by the Committee of 
Management on application to the Corresponding Secretary, from 
persons suitably recommended. 

The Institution also publishes a semi-monthly Bulletin, contain- 
ing the Plan, Officers, Purchases, &c. &c., which is furnished to the 
Secretaires for distribution to the members and others. 



The following Table shovrs the progress of the Institution. 



Tears. 


No. or 

Members. 


Receipts. 


1839 


814 


.S4,200 78 i 


1840 


030 


3,927 47 


1841 


937 


5,205 10 


1842 


1120 


5,8S3 70 


1843 


1452 


7,129 00 


1844 


2080 


10,080 90 


1845 


3233 


10,105 00 


1840 


4457 


22,293 00 


1847 


9600 


48,733 91 


1848 


10475 


83,-525 00 



No Engraving- 

General Marion inviting a British Oflicer to Dinner. 

The Arii.sl's Dream . . . . 

Caius Marius on the Ruins of Carthage 

Farmers Nooning 

Sparking ; 

Escape of Captain Wharlon \ 

Capture of Major Andre 

Sir AValtcr Raleigh Parting with his Wife 

Jolly Flatboatmcn 1 

Sibyl : I 

Signing the Death-Warrant of Lady Jane Grey \ 
Illustrations of Rip Van Winkle : .... J 



No. of 
Painting?, 



36 
14 

7 
35 
51 



115 
146 



